Dear Editor, 

 

As a citizen of the East Patchogue community, I am writing to express my concern with the talk that a Wal-Mart store, two and half times the size of a football field, is to be built on Hospital Road in East Patchogue. While, Wal-Mart's history of unethical and illegal behavior is reason enough not to allow this employer in our community, Brookhaven and East Patchogue do not need another Wal-Mart. There are currently five Wal-Mart stores within 15 miles of this site, including a Wal-Mart in Centereach, less than 8 miles away and the Wal-Mart in Middle Island, less than 9 miles away. 

 

The environmental and community effects of this project will be devastating.  The proposal will tear down hundreds of trees to build just another Big Box store.  East Patchogue is ill-equipped to deal with the traffic that Wal-Mart would bring. The proposal requires the town to build their own lane for the Wal-Mart traffic, forcing taxpayers to pay for an unnecessary project. Proponents of the new Walmart argue that the project will help revitalize East Patchogue's downtown. Instead, the new project would do just the opposite. Wal-Mart would be in direct competition with the small businesses that are the heart and soul of this town. East Patchogue needs is economic assistance to stimulate local businesses not a corporation to take their customers away.

 

Recently communities throughout Long Island have won their battles against the development of new Wal-Mart's in Rocky Point and Riverhead. This fight can be won.  We need to ask ourselves if this irresponsible retailer is the best thing for our community.  

                                                            

Sincerely,

                                                            John Smith

